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In this thorough and engaging book, Gabriel McKee explores the inherent theological nature of

science fiction, using illustrations from television shows, literature, and films. Science fiction, he

believes, helps us understand not only who we are but who we will become. McKee organizes his

chapters around theological themes, using illustrations from authors such as Isaac Asimov and H.

G. Wells, television shows such as Star Trek and The Twilight Zone, and films such as The Matrix

and Star Wars. With its extensive bibliography and index, this is a book that all serious science

fiction fans--not just those with a theological interest--will appreciate.
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Gabriel McKee sets out to explore how science fiction views theological issues, such as the nature

of God, creation, souls, sin, and the afterlife, through how these have been portrayed in science

fiction novels, television and film. Through the book the author uses his depth of science fiction

knowledge to illustrate the connections that he has found between science fiction and religion.

McKee uses illustrations from mainstream science fiction, like Battlestar Galactica (2003), Star Trek,

Star Wars, the Matrix and the Twilight Zone, as well as science fiction that hardcore students of the

genre will appreciate, like, Bova, Bradbury, Dick, Herbert, Heinlein, Silverberg and Vonnegut.From

the moment that I started reading McKee had me hooked. Admittedly, I am a big science fiction fan.

Not just film either. My good friend Alvaro Zinos-Amaro made certain of this by providing a gift of the



Science Fiction Hall of Fame, Volume One, 1929-1964, which opened my eyes to the progress that

science fiction has made through the years and also to the way that science fiction speaks to the

zeitgeist.Today, we are inundated by science fiction focused on the end of the world because we

are worried about it. I am convinced that a student of history could read the science fiction of the

day and get a better understanding of the concerns of the generation that they study than by using

university history texts.In the same way that science fiction is focused on the same things that all

people are, it is only natural that we find science fiction to be preoccupied with religion. What more

important question can there be than, "Is there a God?" Followed closely behind by, "If so what or

who is it?" These are the starting points of any human's quest to find purpose. "Why am I here?
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